A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
practice, by England and France combined: for if either
entered the lists alone, its rival would side with the enemy
Had England worked with France in the matter it is probable or
certain that the South would have been supported, and in that
case it would have been victorious at least in its claim to secede
from the Union, and a united American culture might not have
arisen or survived.
It was a close thing whether England would or would not
adopt the policy of intervention—the Government permitted the
fitting out of Southern privateers in English ports, notably that
famous ship the Alabama; and it is believed (it is probably true)
that the Cabinet had decided to intervene. But not only the
court, and in particular Prince Albert (for what small weight
that factor was worth), but very considerable religious forces
were in sympathy with the Puritan North, and—more important
—commercial forces, coupled with general Liberal opinion, and
these prevailed. It is said that the indiscretion of a member of
the Cabinet (Gladstone) in a certain speech at Newcastle in the
early days of the struggle (1862), which betrayed the fact that
the Cabinet intended to recognize the South, precipitated the
issue: at any rate, after that speech the proposal for intervention
failed. It would have had to be conducted secretly and rapidly
if at all, and, those conditions having become impossible, it
could not be carried out. The country was against it, and most
of the moneyed interest, including the manufacturing North,
and, more vaguely, the evangelical in religion.
The main fighting of the American Civil War was over by
1865 (surrender of Lee at Richmond), and England hence-
forward accepted the new power of the United States as one with
which she must at all costs and under all conditions remain
friendly. From that policy this country has never swerved; it
has been maintained through moments of the highest tension,
and has governed all our transatlantic relations from that day
to this. The advantage of so singular a position has been that
we can create in the non-English-speaking world of the Con-
tinent an impression, not yet dissipated, that the United States
stand behind us in any threatened disaster; that there is,
morally at least, if not technically, an "Anglo-Saxon block."
This idea the ultimate entry of the United States into the Great
War emphasized. The disadvantages of such a position are
obvious. They are those that handicap any man or nation
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